
For the past three years, Ringling College of

Art and design student Tracey Vinopal has

volunteered to teach art classes to local

children who are served by Dollar Dynasty

programs. Shown, from left, are Nehemiah

Davis, Jakaree Davis, Raheem Davis and

Desmond Johnson with their newly created

dinosaur eggs.COURTESY PHOTO
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Dollar Dynasty benefit tickets now available

Published: Thursday, January 27, 2011 at 1:00 a.m.

Tickets are now available for the sixth annual

luncheon fundraiser for Dollar Dynasty Inc., a

nonprofit organization that was founded in

2003 to provide humanitarian aid and

community outreach programs to low- and

fixed-income families.

The luncheon will be from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

March 12 at University Park Country Club, 7671

The Park Blvd., University Park.

Dr. Lisa Merritt of the Multicultural Health

Institute will be the speaker, and there will be a

silent auction, prize drawings and live

entertainment.

Merritt received her medical degree from Howard University after completing

undergraduate studies at Georgetown University. She trained in family medicine at

the University of California, San Francisco, and completed her residency in physical

medicine and rehabilitation at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston.

To address racial and ethnic health inequities, Merritt founded the nonprofit

Multicultural Health Institute in 1995. She moved to Florida in 2006 and continues

to work to reduce heath disparities through student mentoring and ongoing

prevention activities in the areas of HIV/AIDS, cardiovascular disease, diabetes,

nutrition and cancer.

"We are thrilled to have Dr. Merritt as the featured speaker for our luncheon,"

Victoria Brown, founder of Dollar Dynasty, said in a prepared statement. "She is an

outstanding humanitarian and her work is reflective of the values we hold dear in

our own organization."

Dollar Dynasty provides food, clothing, educational supplies and cultural activities

for children as well as counseling and career development for adults.

"Our mission is to help build strong families by encouraging and empowering their

desire for a brighter future," Brown said. "We encourage children to participate in

community cultural activities by sponsoring trips to local libraries, museums,

theaters and summer science camps."

Dollar Dynasty uses 100 percent of its tax-deductible donations to fund the

activities. All families must sign up to qualify and show identification before

receiving benefits and services.

"Our staff is comprised of volunteers," Brown said. "That's why our fundraising

efforts at the upcoming luncheon are so important."

Tickets for the luncheon are $35 and may be purchased by mailing a check to: Dollar
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Dynasty Inc., P.O. Box 5975, Sarasota, FL 34277. Or, stop by Dollar Dynasty, 1922

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Sarasota, to buy tickets for both the luncheon and

chances to win prizes. For more information, call 955-8091 or 296-5892.
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