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Uncertainty about the 2020-2021 school year began the minute school doors 
shut this past March. The beginning of August was fraught with debates over 
reopening schools. On the one hand, school districts argued, schools are vital 
to student success and provide a safe haven, community support, and access 
to food for so many, especially those from underserved communities.  On the 
other hand, parents and teachers wondered: is it safe to allow students to 
return to crowded hallways, old buildings, and enclosed classrooms? 
Ultimately, many schools committed to their decisions to reopen and allowed 
students back onto their campuses. In the few weeks since schools have 
reopened, how have they fared? 
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Within the first week of reopening, Manatee County schools were reporting cases of COVID. Collectively, they 
have reported 62, whereas Sarasota County schools have reported 31 cases amongst students and staff. At first 
glance, it appears that Sarasota County has fared better than Manatee; however, there are some important 
considerations that may affect how we can interpret these data.  
 
For starters, Manatee County schools have been open two weeks longer Sarasota’s. Furthermore, there are simply 
more overall cases of COVID in Manatee County than in Sarasota County. Finally, school districts have not yet 
agreed on a uniform way to report cases and exposures, such that we have different data from different areas.  
 
We also have to look beyond case numbers. Many schools are employing contact tracing to identify those who 
have been in close contact with positive cases. As of September 11, Manatee County has sent 770 students and 
staff into 14-day quarantines. Though the data is still emerging, they suggest that the more routinely and 
effectively a school has followed COVID protocols and introduced adaptations, the better they have fared. 
 

For more information or to donate, 
visit us at: https://www.the-mhi.org/ 

 

For real-time updates check out 
our social media pages as well! 

       

One of these adaptations is the hybrid class, in which some 
students attend in person and others virtually. The hybrid class 
poses new ethical and logistical challenges that schools have yet 
to overcome. Significant disparities remain in access to 
technology, which affects students’ abilities to learn from home. 
While quarantining students who may have been exposed is 
essential, we believe that it is wrong to send them home without 
guaranteeing that they have reliable access to their education. 
 
To follow the pandemic’s course in our schools, visit the Manatee 
County School Dashboard here, and the Sarasota County School 
Dashboard here. 



	

“Stay home if you can, wear a mask if you can’t” 
	

2 

MHI ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MANATEE CARES ACT AND M.A.T 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERN UPDATE 

 

 

 

 PODCAST UPDATE 

  

This past weekend, the MHI welcomed five new Scholars and one returning Scholar to its team. All 
Scholars participated in a successful orientation in which they were introduced to an antiracist history 
of Sarasota and Manatee counties and to the MHI’s operations. The new interns will be joining in the 
MHI’s efforts this week. Keep an eye out for their photos and biographies below! 

	

The MHI has recently become a recipient of Manatee CARES Act Grant funding in a coalition with 
Tidewell, UnidosNow, Gulf Coast Latin Chamber, Healthy Teens Coalition, the LINKS Inc., Resilient 
American Communities, and New College of Florida. With the receipt of Manatee CARES Act funding, 
the MHI and these partners are pleased to announce the formation of the Multicultural Action Team, 
or M.A.T., a collaborative effort of community organizers, civic and business leaders, and non-profits to 
combat COVID-19 in Manatee County. The M.A.T. is dedicated to preventing spread and 
complications from COVID-19 among vulnerable populations. Funding from this grant allows the 
M.A.T. to expand its efforts to provide resources to contain the spread of infection, increase 
educational opportunities and dissemination of culturally representative information through a variety 
of methods and media, and continue to link families and businesses to much-needed care and 
services. In August alone, M.A.T. partners participated in over 41 outreach and educational events, 
donated over 8,000 masks, and reached over 2,000 families. 
 
In the fight against COVID-19, we pledge to “go to the MAT for you”! 

	

The	MHI	has	just	released	its	first	episode	of	its	new	podcast,	MHI	Health	Hour!	In	this	episode,	Alia	interviews	
Robyn	Faucy-Washington	of	the	NeuroChallenge	Foundation	about	surviving	COVID	and	trying	to	navigate	our	
fractured	healthcare	system.	Check	it	out	on	Spotify,	Breaker,	PocketCasts,	or	Google	Podcasts!	

COVID-19	has	affected	us	all	in	different	ways	–	some	of	us	know	someone	who	has	had	it,	some	of	us	have	had	it	
ourselves.	We	want	to	know	how	COVID	has	affected	you	and	your	family	and	share	this	with	our	community.	The	
MHI’s	Media	Team	is	collecting	stories	for	the	podcast.	If	you	have	a	story	you’d	like	to	share,	contact	us	at	
mhischolar@gmail.com	today.	
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MHI Events and Work 

 

 

 

Over the past month, MHI has been taking an active role in continuing to find ways to 

spread word about and combat the spread of coronavirus: 

  

MHI has been a part of creating the Sarasota Community Action COVID Dashboard. The dashboard has 

all sorts of information about the virus, from specific community needs of Sarasota and Manatee 

counties to general protective measures against it from the CDC and WHO. The dashboard includes 

information in English, Spanish, and now in Kreyol/Creole. Check it out by clicking the link! 

SAFEKEEPER UPDATES 
• In August, JoOni Jones-Abnar and the Safekeepers continued to distribute care navigation 

materials, masks, and meals/food in both the Manatee and Sarasota areas. 

o In the month of August, the Safekeepers gave out 8,615 masks, 166 boxes of gloves, and 
115 bottles of sanitizer 

o Through their efforts, they also fed 1,704 families and made 154 referrals to care or 
services. 

• In addition to the Safekeepers’ efforts, the MHI Mask Brigade is still going strong. And through 
their combined efforts, over 17,000 masks have been donated to date! 

• Every Tuesday, 20+ community organizations tune into to the MHI’s Weekly Coalition Zoom call 
to learn about COVID, vaccine progress, immune health, social justice issues, and other important 
community health subjects in its weekly Cutting Edge Updates segment. View these essential 
articles here. 
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SEPTEMBER 

• 23rd: Dream Center Food 4 Families Drive Thru/MHI Mask Giveaway, 4-6p 
• 25th: Mt Carmel Resource Center Mask/Sanitizer Giveaway, 9a-12p 
• 26th: Genesis Dentistry MHI Mask/Sanitizer/Glove Giveaway, 9a-1p 
• 30th: Dream Center Food 4 Families Drive Thru/MHI Mask Giveaway, 4-6p 
• October 3rd: Feeding Tampa Bay/MHI Mask Giveaway, 9-10:30a 
• October 7th: Soar in 4 Drive Thru / MHI Mask/Sanitizer Giveaway, 5-7p  
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MHI Events and Work Cont’d. 

 

 

 

The competition is being helmed by NCF’s Dr. Stacey Campo, Director of Community Outreach. 

 

Overview: The New College Office of Community Outreach and Inclusion invites you to create a 

dynamic Public Service Announcement (PSA) sharing positive COVID 19 health practices and 

information with the New College and the larger Sarasota community. Competition winners will 

receive a cash prize and the winning PSAs will be shared with local media, businesses, schools and 

colleges. 

The competition is open to all members of the Sarasota-Manatee area and are open to Spanish- and 

Creole-language submissions. 

To submit, and for further information or questions, feel free to contact Dr. Campo at: 

scampo@ncf.edu 

All submissions are due by midnight on Friday October 9th, 2020  

In addition to being part of the CARES Act Coalition, there are several 
upcoming collaborations between MHI and New College of Florida 
including the PSA Contest.	
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• Second Chance Last Opportunity hosts food distribution on 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 11a-2p in Newtown 

• Dollar Dynasty hosts food distributions on Fridays in Newtown 
• Streets of Paradise’s downtown food giveaways are on hold – sign 

the Change.org petition today to help get them running again! 
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• FRIDAYS IN SEPTEMBER: Strength in Action’s mask and 
sanitizer giveaway at Mt. Carmel Resource Center, 2p-4p 

• SEPT 26TH: Mask and sanitizer giveaway at Genesis Dentistry 
from 9a-1p 
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MHI Events and Work Cont’d. 

Presentations 
In July, scholars Elizabeth Ramsamooj and Dachnacia Alcius presented in the Florida Alliance Health 

Professions Diversity (FAHPD) Program and Health Equity Research Institute (HERI). Elizabeth 

presented “Food Access and the Role of Community Aid in Addressing Food Insecurity During 

COVID-19,” while Dachnacia presented “Investigation Social Determinants that Contribute to Haitian 

Young Adults Avoidance of Care During COVID-19.” They share some words on their experience: 

“Conducting and presenting research to the Florida Alliance for Health Professions Diversity Health Equity 

Research Institute was one of the greatest opportunities I’ve ever had. As this was my first time conducting 

research, I learned many new things. Among these learning experiences was appropriately conducting a 

research survey with the help of my mentor, Dr. Kristopher Fennie. My research was on health disparities 

among young-Haitian adults. I am always interested in learning more about my culture. By the end of my 

research I felt closer to the Haitian community, and I learned things about myself that I didn’t know before. 

While I knew that Haitians have limited access to healthcare and that western medical models compete with 

the more traditional folk-based health ideologies, I wanted to know if Haitians would seek care in critical 

conditions. I conducted an online survey of 25 questions which was promoted through social media. The 

findings showed that 64 percent of Haitian young adults had distrust in the healthcare system. Additionally, 

27.9% specifically did not trust their personal doctor, only 12.8% have been tested for COVID-19, and 22.4% 

didn’t know where to get tested. Experience and knowledge of systemic racism and bias play a factor in 

Haitian young adults’ distrust of the healthcare system. 54.7% report that their background knowledge on 

racism and bias in the healthcare system is a reason for their distrust. An additional 14.2 percent reported the 

lack of diversity in the health field as their reason for distrust. Everyone that I worked with was so welcoming 

and that made the research process much easier. This experience taught me to always let the data speak for 

itself (it’s okay if the conclusion does not support the hypothesis), don’t be afraid to ask questions or for help, 

breathe while presenting.” –D. A. 

“In collaboration with the Florida Alliance for Health Professions Diversity Scholars Program and Multicultural 

Health Institute, I had the opportunity to investigate food access and the role of community aid in addressing 

food insecurity during COVID-19. Throughout this project, I documented and transcribed community 

informant experiences through in-depth interviews and designed and implemented a food and resource 

survey. Through a mixed-methods, qualitative and quantitative analysis I was able to learn how the pandemic 

has impacted individuals' access. Due to COVID-19, people are more concerned with safety than ever before. 

A greater need for community aid is present at 28%, with the consideration of joblessness and other factors 

such as safety measures. The role of community leaders is also more integral in their communities than ever. 

They are selfless key informants influenced by their matriarchal figures serving healthy food to their 

community. Their work is driven by mobilized efforts and networks as they see their work as a personal 

responsibility.” –E. R. 
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Community Pages and Current Events  

GIULIA HEYWARD IN THE ATLANTIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	

  

Former	MHI	collaborator	Giulia	Heyward	recently	published	a	moving	piece	in	The	Atlantic	on	how	COVID-19	is	
affecting	school	cafeteria	workers,	who	have	continued	to	work	in	schools	deemed	too	dangerous	for	children	to	
attend	in	person,	to	ensure	that	the	millions	of	children	who	rely	on	free	or	reduced-price	lunches	from	schools	
are	able	to	eat.	Click	on	the	link	above	to	see	the	piece.	Also	check	out	Heyward’s	New	York	Times	article	on	violin	
vigils	for	Elijan	McClain.	

FLU SEASON IS UPON US! 

The viruses that cause influenza are different from the ones that cause COVID-19, meaning that it is 
possible to be infected with both viruses simultaneously. Also, COVID-19 infection can weaken the 
immune system, leaving you susceptible to subsequent flu infection. In light of this, it is more 
important than ever to go get your yearly flu vaccine. Find flu vaccines for yourself and your family 
using this vaccine finder tool. And remember, mask wearing and social distancing precautions are flu 
precautions too. Keep wearing your mask and washing your hands!	

SEPTEM
BER  

O
BSERVA

N
CES 

• September is Women in Medicine Month, a celebration we MHI 

acknowledge. The work we do would not be possible without the amazing 

advocates that care for this community! 

• September is International Underground Railroad Month, a month for 

honoring the significance and contributions the Underground Railroad 

made to eradicating slavery in the U.S. Check out “The Underground 

Railroad is Here: Commemorating Angola” a short video focused on 

ongoing archaeological efforts to understand the daily lifeways of early 

19th century marronage of Angola on the Manatee River. The video was 

published on September 15th, in honor of the vicims of the Sixteenth 

Street Church Bombing in 1963 during the Civil Rights Revolution. 

• It is also Latinx Heritage Month! 
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The Team! 
As the team moves forward from the summer term, these are the members of the summer team that 
will continue working with us as the former team members move on to other opportunities and 
going back to school. We thank them for their contributions and insight and wish them the best in 
their future endeavors. 

Also included are the new team members who are joining us for the Fall! 

 

 

My name is Olympia Fulcher. 
I’m a third year at New College of Florida, majoring in 

Computer Science. I mostly focus on data privacy and rights. As 

an MHI Scholar, I work as part of the Data Science team. We 

research into the racial disparities of COVID-19, and we will 

continue to fight to get racial data at all state testing sites. We 

are also looking into the medical examiner’s data that was 

recently released. We hope that reviewing this data can give us 

some clues as to the most common and most deadly co-morbid 

conditions, including strokes, high blood pressure, and 

diabetes. We will continue to support the other MHI scholars & 

community partners in fighting this epidemic. 

 

 

My name is Alia Quadir. 
I am a fourth-year New College of Florida Neuroscience student. As 

the admin lead and Public Health Outreach lead for the MHI Scholars, 

I fill in wherever I am needed. I am also in charge of onboarding new 

volunteers and student interns, and I work directly with a number of 

organizations in the Newtown and greater Sarasota and Manatee 

areas to help them achieve their community missions. I am currently 

working on a thesis project to assess the mental health impacts of the 

pandemic on college students, a project which I soon hope to 

expand to youth in Sarasota more broadly. My goal is to become a 

healthcare provider myself, and I believe in accessible education, 

prevention, and patient advocacy as keys to good health. I am a dog 

lover and play the harp in my free time. 
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My name is Charlie Leavengood. 
I have been a part of MHI since late May on the Public 
Outreach and Research Teams. I am a rising fourth year at 
New College of Florida studying Environmental Studies and 
Social Sciences. One of my main tasks is creating an agenda 
of current events that highlights state/national COVID-19 
cases, vaccine research, and information on communities 
facing multiple health disparities for our weekly community 
meetings. I also have been helping to create notes and file 
information about emerging news and journal articles on 
public health disparities and bioethical considerations for 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital. I am also part of the MHI 
scholars' connections with community groups to make sure 
they are connected to the Dashboard.  

My name is Megan Galeski 
I am a third year at New College of Florida studying a 
combination of classics and chemistry, with the ultimate goal 
of going to medical school. I was recently brought into the 
MHI to participate in their public outreach team. I am 
extremely excited to begin participating in some of the 
amazing projects that the MHI and their partners are doing 
because public health and safety is so important. I have had 
the opportunity to take classes with some of the 
professors working in the MHI, and they have really inspired 
me to do my part in supporting our local communities 
through COVID-19. 
 

 

My name is Cyriac Versini 
I am a first year with plans to go into some type of medical 
field in the future and will be taking a Bachelors in both 
Social Science & Health, Culture, and Societies. I plan to 
achieve my goal by getting good experience in the field 
helping people. I have already spent 100+ hours helping out 
hospitals in Miami and I plan to do the same if not more for 
Sarasota. I hope to be able to make everyone’s days a little 
brighter so that the gloomy Coronavirus seems to get better 
quicker!  
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My name is Perry Spike. 
I'm a third year at new college of Florida. I'm studying 
Political Science and International Studies with a minor in 
History too. I'm working with MHI for this Fall and hopefully 
for a while longer after that. I'm interested in working with 
the group because I want to help our community during 
these dangerous and strange times. Right now I'm taking my 
classes and internship remotely to stay as safe as possible 
and protect our community. I'm still settling into my position 
with MHI but I hope that in the coming days I can integrate 
into the team and help us make a difference! 

 
 

 

My name is Austin Mason. 
I am a fourth year at New College of Florida majoring in 
political science and Spanish. As an MHI scholar, I work in 
social media development and communications. We 
distribute pertinent information that is necessary to keep 
people up to date on current health issues locally and 
regionally. Moving forward, I seek to become involved in 
developing reliable information for communities that have 
been misinformed and vulnerable to certain health issues. 
Additionally, I would like to help in public outreach building 
trust with marginalized communities providing aid and 
guidance through various social media platforms. 
Considering the circumstances COVID-19 has put citizens 
through, it’s apparent many people are looking for a 
consistent, yet reputable source to stay as up to date as 
possible. The most effective way to do so during these times 
is through social media.  
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My name is Mar Werner-Hernandez. 
I am a recent graduate from the State College of Florida: 
Collegiate School in Manatee County, where I got my high 
school diploma and my Associate of Arts degree. I am now a 
freshman at the University of Florida and am studying 
biochemistry and computer science. Though I’ve always had 
interests in the digital world, the field of healthcare is much 
more fascinating and important to me. In high school, I 
wanted to help my local community in any way I could, so I 
applied to volunteer for the Multicultural Health Institute and 
have been working at MHI since then! I have done a plethora 
of work at MHI, from translation, website updates, inventory 
updates, and most recently, I was part of the MHI Scholars’ 
efforts to combat COVID-19 as head of the social media 
team. As head of the social media team, I posted 
information and graphics to various social media pages, 
studied the analytics of our various social media pages, and 
organized the social media team’s tasks and goals. Though I 
am no longer in Sarasota and will be stepping down from my 
position as the head of the social media team, I will continue 
to combat health issues through the dissemination of 
information as a member of the social media team. 

 

 

 

My name is Erika Calle. 
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