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People To Watch
Introducing 25 bright new lights on the business scene.

Staff

German-born Thomas Heimann, 42, has started and sold several tech
businesses, including the world’s first Web-hosting company, but what really
excites this self-described “serial entrepreneur” is “sensing paradigm shifts”—like
the one his three-year-old Bravo Realty is positioned to ride. All the real estate
information on the Internet, Heimann says, has reduced the role of agents and
made their hefty commissions “ridiculous.” By streamlining the buying and selling
process with a staff of salaried specialists, Bravo offers full service but slashes
consumers’ costs. Even in the down market, he says, business is growing—“the
worse it is, the better we do.” Soon, he predicts, traditional real estate companies
will go the way of AT&T, losing their dominance to newcomers who’ve adapted to
today’s realities. A runner and avid student of success lit and seminars, Heimann
wants Bravo to emerge as a national leader in the change.

Dr. Lisa Merritt scoffs at friends who exclaim about her energy. “I’m 48 and a
single mom [to an eight-year-old girl]!” she says. “I get tired like anyone else.”
Maybe not. In the year since she moved here from Atlanta to be close to her
mother, Eleanor, a well-known artist who’d been in ill health, Merritt, a specialist in
physical medicine and rehabilitation, has taken on a host of community initiatives,
serving on Newtown’s health advisory council, volunteering at Genesis Medical
Clinic and helping found a program to train laypeople to provide AIDS testing and
counseling. A believer in complementary medical approaches that “empower
people to do well,” Merritt says she learned at Howard University’s College of
Medicine that doctors should heal their communities. “Opportunities present
themselves and I do my best to be of assistance,” she says. “I tell people I work
for God.”
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