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People To Watch
Introducing 25 bright new lights on the business scene.

Staff

In 2002, when Patrick Kilbane moved to Sarasota after college to join his brother
as a financial advisor at Baker & Company, “I thought I’d moved to the retirement
capital of the world,” he says. Now at Smith Barney and poised to chair the
635-member Young Professionals Group of The Greater Sarasota Chamber of
Commerce in October, Kilbane has a different take on the town. “It’s amazing how
much Sarasota’s changed in just six years,” he says.  “I see a lot of entrepreneurial
spirit among young people.” The affable Kilbane, 28, is also slated for presidency
of the Downtown Rotary Club in 2011 and sings lead with a barbershop quartet. As
YPG chair, he plans to help steer members toward community service and such
tailor-made programs as “Wine Tasting 101” and “How to be a Better Speaker.”
His motto: “You can’t please all people all the time, but you can try.” 

Earlier this year, baby “onesies” from OBLI Organics were featured in swag bags
gifted to expectant stars at the Academy Awards, winning the Sarasota-based
company glittering national exposure. Run by indefatigable siblings and marketing
pros Michelle Young of Sarasota and Melissa Blanco of Aventura, Fla., OBLI is
one of only a few clothing companies certified 100 percent organic, from the cotton
in its T-shirts to its Fair Trade manufacturing processes and the non-PVC inks used
to print slogans like “I Only Ride Hybrid” or “Eco Princess.” “We want [our clothes]
to be the best you could possibly put on your child,” says Melissa, 32. Adds
Michelle, 37, “We want people to know that you can be green and still be hip.”
OBLI’s clothes are now sold at boutiques in eight states (including right here in
town at The Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota) and in Canada, and in their online shop,
www.obliorganics.com.
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